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Editorial

The Fifth Symposium on Innovative Polymers for Controlled Delivery (SIPCD 2018), September
14–17, 2018, Suzhou, China

An ideal scientific meeting provides a unique platform that not only
facilitates discussion on the cutting-edge technologies and new find-
ings, but also stimulates open and honest debate on critical challenges
in the field as well as potential solutions and strategies. Thus, it can
guide the future research directions, enlighten and inspire young stu-
dents and scientists in the community, and provide an avenue and at-
mosphere for social networking with peers and colleagues. Since its first
symposium held in 2010, under the strong and continuous support of
our participants and sponsors, the Symposium on Innovative Polymers
for Controlled Delivery (SIPCD), also simply known as the Suzhou
meeting, has become one of the most prestigious drug delivery meet-
ings. It has grown significantly in the number of participants, and more
importantly, in the quality of presentations.

SIPCD aims to becoming a high-level conference on biomedical
polymers and controlled release technology. As for our previous four
symposia, all 29 invited lectures in SIPCD 2018 were given by selected
top scientists including editors and associate editors of over 10 presti-
gious journals. The names of invited speakers and their lecture titles are
listed in Table 1. In addition, Maarten van Twisk, the executive pub-
lisher in pharmacology and pharmaceutical science of Elsevier, was
invited to give an author workshop on “How to write a great paper”.
Besides invited lectures, SIPCD 2018 has also introduced a Biomacro-
molecules Forum in which 9 prominent researchers have been selected
by the committee to give a short oral presentation (Table 2). As our
previous four symposia, we have published a SIPCD 2018 special issue
in the Journal of Controlled Release, which contains contributions ex-
clusively from our invited speakers and distinguished guests. Unlike
previous special issues, to guarantee their fast publication, 24 papers of
SIPCD 2018 special issue have been published in different regular issues
[1–24]. The readers might sense the flavor of SIPCD 2018 from those
papers.

In SIPCD 2018, we had 560 registered participants and 353 poster
presentations (due to limit of space in the venue). As our previous

symposia, eight posters have been presented the prestigious
Biomacromolecules Poster Awards sponsored by the American Chemical
Society during the banquet. Here, we like to thank the Best Poster
Awards Selection Committee (Professors Yong-Hee Kim, Haeshin Lee,
Hai-Quan Mao, Julien Nicolas, Mingdong Dong, Patrick S. Stayton,
Richard Hoogenboom, and Yi Yan Yang) for their kind support.

SIPCD 2018 was co-organized by Soochow University Biomedical
Polymers Laboratory and BrightGene Biomedical Technology Co., Ltd.
We are thankful to our international organizing/advisory committee
members, in particular Professors Sung Wan Kim, Wim E. Hennink,
Xuesi Chen, Maarten van Twisk, Yong-Hee Kim, Kazunori Kataoka,
Rainer Haag, Harm-Anton Klok, and Kinam Park, for their valuable
contributions. We are grateful to Professor Wim E. Hennink for hand-
ling all the submissions for the SIPCD 2018 special issue in the Journal
of Controlled Release. Last but not the least, we like to thank the ex-
ecutive organizing committee (in particular Professors Chao Deng,
Huanli Sun and Ru Cheng) for taking care of the administration and
graduate students for volunteer work.

In spite of our efforts and devotion, SIPCD has ample room to grow.
Here, we are pleased to announce that Professor Kinam Park has agreed
to be a co-chairman for the Sixth Symposium on Innovative Polymers
for Controlled Delivery (SIPCD 2020), which will be held in September
18–21, 2020 in Suzhou, China. Kinam has come up with many good
ideas to make our symposium a best drug delivery conference, from
both scientific and social points of view. We plan to have new inter-
esting “experiments” in scientific contents and social interactions.
SIPCD 2020 is special because it also marks the 10-year anniversary. We
also kindly ask your enthusiastic support and active participation to
make SIPCD 2020 reach its goal of becoming a preeminent drug de-
livery symposium. Please check out the symposium website (http://
www.sipcd.com) for updates on SIPCD 2020. We look forward to
having you in SIPCD 2020.
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Hong Kong)
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Shaoyi Jiang (University of Washington, USA) Anti-PEG antibodies: Current issues and beyond PEGylation
Kazunori Kataoka (University of Tokyo, Japan) Self-assembled supramolecular nanosystems for smart diagnosis and targeted therapy of intractable diseases
Bin Liu (National University of Singapore, Singapore) Organic nanoparticles for sensing, imaging and therapy
Julien Nicolas (Université Paris-Sud, France) Drug-initiated synthesis of polymer prodrug nanocarriers for anticancer therapy
Jianmin Fang (Tongji University, China) Antibody-drug conjugates for targeted delivery of high potency payloads
Youngro Byun (Seoul National University, Korea) Polymeric nano-shielding of transplanted pancreatic islets for the prevention of immune reactions
Mingdong Dong (Aarhus University, Denmark) Understanding of abnormal protein aggregation
Ick Chan Kwon (Korea Institute of Science and Technology, Korea) Activatable molecular probes for drug delivery
Jinming Gao (University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center,

USA)
Exploiting molecular cooperativity for precision medicine

Wim E. Hennink (Utrecht University, The Netherlands) Modular core-shell polymeric nanoparticles mimicking viral structures for vaccination
Zhiyong Qian (Sichuan University, China) Redox/pH dual-stimuli responsive camptothecin prodrug nanogels for “on-demand” drug delivery
Frank Caruso (The University of Melbourne, Australia) Hybrid functional materials from metal-phenolic networks
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Haeshin Lee (Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology,

Korea)
Polydopamine coating and TANNylation: Mussel and plant-inspired biomaterial studies

Timothy J. Deming (University of California, Los Angeles, USA) Multifunctional diblock copolypeptide hydrogels for biological studies
Hai-Quan Mao (Johns Hopkins University, USA) Controlled polyelectrolyte assembly and therapeutic delivery
Rainer Haag (Freie Universität Berlin, Germany) Multifunctional graphene-based nanosystems for virus capture and tumor therapy
David Kaplan (Tufts University, USA) Engineering silk protein delivery systems
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activated prodrug therapy in metastatic breast carcinoma

Richard Hoogenboom (Ghent University, Belgium) Poly(2-oxazoline)s as potent(ial) biomaterials
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Table 2
List of speakers and the titles of lectures presented in the Biomacromolecules Forum.

Speaker (affiliation) Title of the lecture

Huabing Chen (Soochow University, China) Photoactive nanoparticles for cooperative cancer phototherapy
Christian Wischke (Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht, Germany) Polymer network carriers that switch their shape
Jianzhong Du (Tongji University, China) Polymer vesicles for biomedical applications
Jing Sun (Qingdao University of Science and Technology,

China)
Functional bioinspired polypeptide/peptoid-based polymers

Jianshu Li (Sichuan University, China) Controlled delivery systems of calcitonin for anti-osteoporosis therapy
Chuanliang Feng (Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China) Bioinspired chiral supramolecular hydrogels
Haijun Yu (Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica, CAS, China) Stimuli-responsive nanoparticles for cancer immunotherapy
Edgar H. H. Wong (University of New South Wales, Australia) Novel formulations of antimicrobial polymers and small molecule compounds for synergistic action against

(multidrug-resistant) bacteria
Wei Li (The Second Military Medical University, China) Nano physical pharmaceutics (NPP): the overlooked powerful tool for promoting in vivo performance of nano

formulations
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